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To please Almighty Allah is our ultimate
purpose. Praise, first and foremost, is due to

Him alone.

Ahmad At-Tayyeb,
Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif,
Chairman of the Muslim Council of Elders (MCE)

Written at Al-Azhar Sheikhdom
On Jumad al-'Oula 7, 1440 AH
(January 3,2019 CE).
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that these terms should be re-handled in a
more comprehensive and complete way. Thus,
Al-Azhar students specialized in Islamic
philosophy and theology would fully benefit
from it. However, my frequent preoccupations
have not allowed me enough time to bring this

idea into light.

Now, I am presenting this terminology book-
let in the form in which it appeared eighteen
years ago. [ pray to Allah the Almighty to help
me achieve what I hope for this booklet in a
next edition soon, by His permission. My
sincere thanks go to all my colleagues, the
researchers at the Office of the Revival of
Islamic Heritage affiliated to Al-Azhar Sheikh-

dom.
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development of the terms. In addition, such
knowledge will then need to be summarized in
a limited space and concise volumes. The
complier may have to sacrifice some informa-
tion and be content with other for the sake of
being concise in this encyclopedia. Such ency-
clopedia is meant to be a general introduction
to other independent encyclopedias and
specialized ones on the terminology of theolo-
gy, the Qur'an and its disciplines, as well as
the biography and the traditions of Prophet
Muhammad (the Sunnah), Islamic legislation,
and many other fields of Islamic thought in

about fifteen different areas.

When my colleagues at the Office of the
Revival of the Islamic Heritage at Al-Azhar
Sheikhdom showed interest in collecting the
terminology I had written at that time and

publish them in a separate booklet, I thought

www.alimamaltayeb.com



Islamic Sufism issued in 2009. Both works
had their positions next to the great scientific
achievements—including  book  writing,
editing legacy books, and compiling bibliogra-
phies and encyclopedias —issued by the Minis-
try of Religious Endowment and the Supreme
Council of Islamic Affairs during Prof.
Zaqzouq's term in office (January 1996-
January 2011).

At that time, the method adopted was to
handle the terminology in this General Islamic
Encyclopedia in a scientific manner, with a
concise summary that meets the needs of the
readers of various disciplines and, meanwhile,
pave the way to more knowledge in this field
for those who want to go deeper. The combina-
tion of these two requirements in the editing
of terms is difficult as the compiler has to

widely read in the etymology, history and

www.alimamaltayeb.com



In the Name of Allah,
the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

May Allah's Peace and Blessings be upon
Prophet Muhammad and upon His Family and

Companions!

Into the hand of the honorable reader I put this
booklet that combines some "Theological and
Sufi Terminology". It is written upon the
request of my respectable Mentor, Prof. Dr.
Mahmoud Hamdi Zaqzouq, Former Minister
of Religious Endowment, as he had asked me
to participate in editing some of the terminolo-
gy of The Encyclopedia of Islamic Philosophy
issued in 2001, and The Encyclopedia of

www.alimamaltayeb.com
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Mashykhat Al-Azhar
Al-Azhar's Senior Scholars Council

Logic, Theology and Philosophy Book Series
No.: (7) otolinoll cloAa yulao

Muslim Council of Elders

On Theological
and
Sufi Terminology

By
Prof. Ahmad At-Tayyeb

Grand Imam of Al-Azhar Al-Sharif
Chairman of the Muslim Council of Elders (MCE)

—_— —_
il e LaSall

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

www.alimamaltayeb.com



www.alimamaltayeb.com



On Theological
and
Sufi Terminology

www.alimamaltayeb.com



	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



